Types of Tile Adhesives

There are five types of Tile Adhesives available based on their application and as per IS
15477:2019. Classified as Type 1, Type 2, Type 3, Type 4, and Type 5, they are defined
and distinguished based on the following three aspects:

« Chemistry — Dispersion, reactive resin, and cementitious
o Performance — Regular or improved/heavy duty
« Other characteristics — Quick setting, no shrinkage, reduced slip, etc.

Type 1: This is suitable for tiles with apparent porosity >3% and used for all clay and
ceramic (non-vitrified) tiles of small dimensions (<= 300mm x300mm) and most cement-
based backgrounds including cement plaster, cement concrete, cement screed, amongst
others.

Type 2: This is suitable for tiles with apparent porosity <3% and best fitted for vitrified/fully
vitrified tiles, glass mosaic tiles, all stones, dense, and large dimensions (> 300mm x
300mm) tiles, and stones with demanding conditions like wet or submerged areas.

Type 3: This is suited for tiles on exterior wall substrates like plaster or concrete. It is
specifically designed for tiles including ceramic, clay tiles, basalt tiles, vitrified, glass mosaic
tiles, porcelain tiles & all natural stone tiles.

Type 4: Along with being suitable for tiles and wall tiles as included in Type 1, 2, and 3, this
adhesive is intended for installation on dry wallboard substrates. Except for metal tiles or
engineered stones installed on dry wallboard substrates, this is suitable for all types of
stones and tiles.

Type 5: This is best suited for all types of tiles including engineered stones which are to be
installed on glass or metallic substrates like gridiron, mild steel, stainless steel, aluminum,
or copper, etc.
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